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Proposed Changes to the Transport for Greater Manchester Committee

Executive Summary

1. During the latter part of 2017/18 the Greater Manchester Combined Authority 
(GMCA) undertook a review of governance for a range of Greater Manchester 
bodies, including the Transport for Greater Manchester Committee (TfGMC).

At its meeting in June 2018 the GMCA agreed to pursue proposals for 
changes to TfGMC in order to take account of the changes to the 
responsibilities of the Mayor for Greater Manchester and GMCA following 
devolution.

This report sets out proposals from the Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority (GMCA) on changes to the membership and operating agreement for 
the Transport for Greater Manchester Committee (TfGMC).

TfGMC is a joint Committee of the 10 Greater Manchester Council’s (as local
highways authorities), the GMCA and the Mayor for Greater Manchester.

GMCA has asked the 10 constituent Council’s to consider the proposals and 
agree changes to the Operating Agreement and Terms of Reference for the 
Committee.

Recommendation

2. That Council agree the proposed changes to the Transport for Greater 
Manchester Committee as follows:

 The size of Transport for Grater Manchester Committee to be set at 23 
Members, 

 That Councillor Phil Burke be appointed as the Councils representative 
to the TfGMC;

 That the Leader exercises his delegation to nominate one further 
member; GMCA to determine their appointment subject to its political 
balance requirements



2.1

2.2

2.3

That Council notes the remaining 2 appointments are 1 member to be 
appointed by GMCA and 1 member appointed by the Mayor of Greater 
Manchester.

That Council support amending the Operating Agreement of the Transport for 
Greater Manchester Committee to reflect the changes outlined above.

That Council note that the Terms of Reference of the Transport for Greater 
Manchester Committee will be reviewed to ensure that they reflect the Mayor 
of Greater Manchester’s current transport powers with a further review in 
2019/20 to reflect proposed powers.

Reason for Recommendation

3. The structure and Council membership of the Transport for Greater 
Manchester Committee is a matter for Council to determine.

Key Points for Consideration

4. The 10 district authorities have been asked by GMCA to consider the future 
size and membership of the Transport for Greater Manchester Committee.

It is proposed that in future TfGMC will comprise of 23 members, made up of 1 
local authority member save for Manchester City Council to appoint 2 members 
(including Transport and Highways Portfolio Lead). 

It is also proposed that each local authority would also nominate a further 
member, to be appointed by GMCA to ensure political balance. The remaining 
2 appointments will comprise 1 member to be appointed by the GMCA and 1 
member appointed by the Mayor of Greater Manchester.

It is further proposed that the Terms of Reference will be reviewed again in 
2019/20 to reflect any further devolved powers. 

Cost and Budget Summary

5. Rochdale’s TfGMC members currently receive a special responsibility 
allowance (SRA) of £3828 per member.  Under the proposals, there would be 
a reduction of a minimum of 1 SRA.  Subject to the GMCA political balance 
requirements and appointments process, further reductions may be realised.



Risk and Policy Implications

6. Each of the constituent authorities has been requested to consider and 
approve the proposed revisions to the structure and membership. 

Consultation

7. The authority is a consultee to these proposals

Background Papers Place of Inspection

8. Review of the GMCA Constitution Report – considered at the GMCA on 29th 
June 2018.
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